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Diploma Supplement

The function of this Diploma Supplement is to elaborate on the information provided by the
Master-Urkunde (graduation certificate) and the Master-Zeugnis (transcript) awarded by
Mannheim University of Applied Sciences and the University of Leeds as a Joint Degree. The
contents conform to the standard given by the Hochschulrektorenkonferenz (HRK), the
association of state and state-recognised universities and other higher education institutions
in Germany.

1. HOLDER OF THE QUALIFICATION

The holder of the qualification is shown on the Master-Zeugnis (transcript).

2. QUALIFICATION

Name of Qualification: Master of Arts (M.A.)

Main Field(s) of Study: Communication Design

Institution Awarding the Mannheim University of Applied Sciences /
Qualification: Hochschule Mannheim

University of Leeds

Fachhochschule / University of Applied

Status: Sciences
University
Institution Administering Studies: Mannheim University of Applied Sciences /

Hochschule Mannheim

Fachhochschule / University of Applied

Status: Sciences

Languages of Instruction/

Examination: English

3. LEVEL OF THE QUALIFICATION
Level
Master graduate, second degree (1'% years) with research project

Official Length of Programme

1% years including 6-month research project (Mastethesis and Defence)
With a 6 month exchange at the School of Design, University of Leeds, UK

Access Requirements
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or equivalent in Communication Design or a closely related field.
Non-German speaking students who are eligible to attend university in their home country
are admitted according to German regulations

4. CONTENTS AND RESULTS GAINED

Mode of Study
Full-time
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Programme Requirements / Qualification Profile of the Graduate

The programme is structured into 2 semesters of course work and 1 semester for the
Master thesis.

3rd Semester
incl. Master Thesis

2nd Semester
(Students are abroad)

1st Semester

The Master of Arts in Communication Design ,Design, Future, Society“ stands out for its
specific orientation towards the professional market and its strong international orientation.

On completion of the programme, students should have provided evidence of being able to:

Demonstrate detailed knowledge relevant to trans-media design and integrated
communication in relation to social interaction and demonstrate a sophisticated
understanding of theories, concepts, information and techniques at the forefront of
the discipline;

Exhibit mastery in the exercise of generic and subject-specific intellectual abilities
necessary for effective interactive engagement within a trans-media environment;

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of relevant techniques and
methodologies applicable to their own research or advanced scholarship;

Take a proactive and self-reflective role in developing professional relationships with
others and perform sensitively and productively in a mixed cultural and
multidisciplinary setting;

Proactively identify need, propose strategic solutions, formulate ideas and frame
specific research questions;

Develop detailed research design for investigation and successfully complete the
investigation through to implementation and evaluation;

Critically and creatively evaluate current issues, research and advanced scholarship
in the discipline and possess the ability to undertake analysis and synthesis of
complex casework.

Demonstrate an understanding of innovative technologies within the field of
communication processes whilst developing new approaches to utilise these
technologies;

Develop an ability to self-direct research into innovative new technologies/techniques
and demonstrate an ability to reflect and formulate findings on experimental work.

Teaching in this programme aims to convey to the students a combination of theoretical
knowledge and practical experience. The students acquire the knowledge base, professional
awareness, critical faculty, interpretative and communicative skills and ethical responsibility
expected from professionals working within specialist areas.
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Programme Components and Details
The programme components and details are listed on the back side of the Master-Zeugnis.
The English translation can be found on the transcript.

Grading Scheme
Grading system: 1.0 — 1.2 (distinction); 1.3 — 1.5 (very good); 1.6 — 2.5 (good); 2.6 — 3.5
(satisfactory); 3.6 — 4.0 (sufficient); 4.1 — 5.0 (fail).

Overall Classification

The overall classification is shown on the Master-Zeugnis. It is based on assessments every
semester and a Master thesis.
The course grades and the Master thesis are weighted to calculate the final grade.

5. FUNCTION OF THE QUALIFICATION

Access to Further Study

The degree corresponds to the second cycle degree according to the new European Higher
Education System (Bologna Declaration) and qualifies the holder to apply for a third cycle
degree.

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Further Information Sources

a) on the institution, the programme and the accreditation: www.hs-mannheim.de
b) on the department: www.gestaltung.hs-mannheim.de

7. CERTIFICATION

This diploma supplement refers to the following original documents, issued by Hochschule
Mannheim and University of Leeds:

Master-Urkunde (graduation certificate)
Master-Zeugnis (transcript)
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Table 1: Institutions, Programmes and Degrees in German Migher Education
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